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Duke-NUS/NCCS & Kanazawa University CRI Joint Symposium

On March 4, 2024, the Duke-NUS/NCCS & Kanazawa University CRI Joint Symposium
was held in Singapore. The joint symposium between Duke-NUS and CRI marked its fifth
occurrence since its first conference in April 2015 at Kanazawa University, and this was the
second time held in Singapore since 2016. From Duke-NUS, principal investigators,
postdocs, and graduate students of the Cancer and Stem Cell Biology Research Program
led by Prof. David Virshup participated in the Symposium, and researchers from the
National Cancer Centre Singapore (NCCS) also joined. From CRI, Kanazawa University,
Professors HIRAO Atsushi, OSHIMA Masanobu, and GOTOH Noriko participated. In addition,
three researchers (Assoc. Prof. KAWAOKA Shinpei, Tohoku University; Assoc. Prof.
HIRAYAMA Akiyoshi, Keio University; and Prof. TAKAKURA Nobuyuki, Osaka University)
attended the meeting as representatives of participating institutions of the “MEXT
Promotion of Development of a Joint Usage/Research System Project: Coalition of
Universities for Research Excellence Program (CURE),” in which the CRI served as the main
organizer. The whole day program of the Joint Symposium was an exciting and successful
event with a total attendance exceeding 70 participants. The presentations covered a wide
range of cancer-related topics, including the molecular biology of cancer, clinical studies,
metabolism, and cachexia. Thirteen speakers, including Prof. Patrick Tan and six other
outstanding researchers from Singapore, along with the aforementioned six researchers
from Japan, gave talks on their cutting-edge research insights, leading to active discussions.
Prof. Bin Tean Teh from Duke-NUS/NCCS provided insightful closing remarks, bringing a
fulfilling conclusion to the symposium.

On the following day, March 5th, the Japanese participants split off for individual
discussions with PI researchers and graduate students from Duke-NUS and NCCS. These
sessions provided a great opportunity to discuss more deeply about individual topics. I
personally had the opportunity to discuss the novel mechanisms of Wnt receptors with
graduate students from Prof. Virshup’s lab, and gene expression control in the bile duct
cancer with members of Prof. Teh’s lab, both based on the latest data, giving us a very
intensive time of research exchange. Later in the afternoon of the day, we visited the new
facilities at NCCS. We had the chance to visit advanced facilities such as proton therapy
centre, imaging laboratories, and unique circular food self-sufficiency systems utilizing the
rooftop, which are NCCS's pioneering and unique challenges.

We believe that the opportunity of research exchange with Duke-NUS/NCCS that
performs high-quality science and leads the related research field of the world from the
Asian country, is invaluable and greatly contributes to our research activity. Therefore, it
is important to continue such scientific exchanges with Duke-NUS/NCCS while passing the
baton to young researchers in the future. Finally, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to Assoc.
Prof. ITAHANA Koji of Duke-NUS for his dedicated support and coordination of the Joint
Symposium. Thank you very much!

(Writer: OSHIMA Masanobu, March 15, 2024)
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Duke-NUS/NCCS & Kanazawa
University CRI Joint Symposiu

in collaboration with “MEXT Promotion of Development
of a Joint Usage/Research System Project: Coalition of
Universities for Research Excellence Program (CURE)

" Date & Time:
March 4%, 2024 (Monday)
9:30 am - 6:30pm

Venue:
Amphitheatre, Level 2
Duke-NUS Medical School

B

Speakers:
P David VIRSHUP, Duke-NUS Medical School

Masanobu OSHIMA, Kanazawa University Cancer Progression Research Institute ~ Whnt-regulated Cholesterol Precursors Control Cell Fate

Cluster Migration and Polyclonal Metastasis of Intestinal Tumor Cells Decisions

At.Sl..lshi HIRAO, Kanazaw? University Cancer Progressio‘n Research Ins.titt'Jte Patrick TAN, Duke-NUS Medical School

Critical Roles of.MetaboI/c and Immune Responses in Hematopoietic Stem Spatiotemporal Genomic Profiles of Gastric

Cell Homeostasis Premalignancy

Noriko GOTOH, Kanazawa University Cancer Progression Research Institute Gopalakrishna IYER, National Cancer Centre Singapore
Heterogenous Breast Cancer Stem Cells Sustain in Primary and Metastatic Novel-ish Approaches to Target Head and Neck Cancers—
Cancer Stem Cell Niches Old Dog/ New Tricks

Nobuyuki TAKAKURA, Osaka University Research Institute for Microbial Diseases  Jason CHAN, National Cancer Centre Singapore
Endothelial Stem Cell Population in the Pre-existing Blood Vessels for Health  Pan-omic Interrogation of Rare Cancers
and Diseases

Akiyoshi HIRAYAMA, Keio University Institute for Advanced Biosciences WANG Xiaomeng, Duke-NUS Medical School
Metabolomic Profiling of Cancer-Derived Extracellular Vesicles Using Highly  Targeting LRG1 to Control Tumour Growth and Metastasis
Sensitive Metabolome Analysis

Shinpei KAWAOKA, Tohoku University Institute of Aging Medicine TANG Hong-Wen, Duke-NUS Medical School
Why Are Cancers So Deadly? Cancer Cachexia Skeletal Muscle Regeneration — Leads from Cross-species
Analysis

ONG Choon Kiat, National Cancer Centre Singapore
An Update on Potential Biomarkers and Novel Treatment
Strategies for Natural Killer/ T-Cell Lymphoma
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All are welcome. Lunch and coffee breaks are included.
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Any question, please contact: 4
Beatrice Tan (DID 65167923 or beatrice.tan@duke-nus.edu.sg ) %
Jamie Liew (DID 6516 6954 or jamie.liew@duke-nus.edu.sg ) BRKA
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